FLOOD READY
VILLAGE OF LISLE
HistORY OF FLOODing in LisLE
In 2013, Lisle experienced the highest recorded flood in its history. As torrential downpours caused the river to rise,
storm sewer flap gates closed to stop the river from backing up. Stormwater accumulated behind the levees and
eventually the pump stations, which pump this water back over the levees, flooded. St. Joseph Creek flowed over its
banks and the East Branch of the DuPage River flowed over sections of the levees. Flooding reached up to and even
beyond the mapped 100-year or regulatory floodplain.

Lisle’s location on a river and its tributaries has resulted in a long history of flooding. Early records show flooding
occurred every few years before the levees were built in the 1960’s. Floods were recorded in 1948, 1950, 1954 and 1957.
Once the levees were constructed, flooding occurred approximately every ten years; 1972, 1987, 1996, twice in 2008
and again in 2013.

MAnAging stORMwAtER
Controlling stormwater begins with managing the water flowing from roofs and
yards through swales, roadside ditches and storm sewers. Eventually this water
flows into our creeks and the East Branch of the DuPage River.
To help control this water, look at how water drains around your home.
Sediment can build up, ground can settle, and landscaping can change drainage
patterns. Check downspouts and sump pump discharges to make sure they are
draining away from foundations.
The DuPage County Stormwater and Floodplain Ordinance, along with Lisle’s
codes and permit requirements, helps the Village manage stormwater in the
Intersection of Rt. 53 and Burlington Ave.
community. Permits are required for most work. Check with the Village before
building on, altering, regrading, or placing fill on property. Dumping in ditches,
creeks and the river is a violation of Lisle Code (Chapter 8-1-1). Report debris or
dumping to Village’s Community & Economic Development Department at (630) 271-4150.
Lisle Public Works crews keep the storm drainage system functioning properly by clearing debris from inlets and
reshaping ditches. They also inspect public detention basins and storm sewer outfalls to the river three times a year.

FLOODPLAin MAnAgEMEnt EFFORts

PROPERtY PROtEctiOn

Village’s efforts to reduce flooding include:
Purchasing floodplain properties and creating
PrairieWalk Pond to serve as open space
for flood waters.
Pursuing the purchase of floodplain properties
and elevating homes using FEMA Flood Hazard
Mitigation Grant Program and DuPage County
Community Development Block Grant funds.
Participating in the Community Rating System,
which provides homeowners in the regulatory
floodplain a 25% discount on flood insurance.
Participating in the National Flood Insurance
Program and encouraging homeowners to
purchase flood insurance.

If your property is susceptible to flooding, consider
following these flood damage reduction measures.
Several of these measures require permits, so check with
the Village’s Community and Economic Development
Department before proceeding.
Mark your fuse/breaker box for easy identification.
Turning off the power to the basement before flooding
occurs can reduce damages and save lives.
Elevate water heaters, furnaces, air conditioners and
other major appliances to higher floors or place on
raised platforms.
Raise the entire home above flood levels. Most wood
frame houses can be elevated, allowing flood waters to
flow under the house without damaging it.
If the sanitary sewer backs up into the basement
during heavy rains, a plug or standpipe can stop this if
the water is less than one or two feet deep and if there
are no toilets on the lowest level. The most effective
solution for sewer backup flooding is installation of an
overhead sewer connection.
Check your building for water entry points such as
basement windows, stairwells, doors and dryer vents.
These can be protected with sandbags, low walls or
temporary shields.
Clean your gutters, extend downspouts away from
your home and make sure the ground slopes away
from your foundation.
Install a second sump pump with a separate
outlet pipe.
Purchase a generator or install a battery backup sump
pump to protect in case of a power outage.
Apply watertight seals to brick and block walls to help
protect against low-level flooding.

wHY PROtEct FLOODPLAins?
Natural floodplains – land without buildings or
pavement – can greatly reduce flooding by allowing flood
water to spread out over large areas. This provides the
following benefits:
Reduces the speed of the flood waters (higher speeds
cause more damage)
Stores flood waters, which protects downstream areas
by reducing the amount of water that reaches them
Reduces the frequency of flooding
Reduces the length of time that flood waters cover
the ground outside of streams
Allows water to soak into the ground, replenishing
groundwater aquifers; less water flows downstream
Moderates the flood water temperatures, reducing
harmful effects on aquatic plants, fish and animals
Provides habitat, breeding and feeding areas for a
variety of plants and animals
Stabilizes soil during flooding and reduces erosion
Filters and improves water quality and minimizes
sediment in the stream
Reduces the damage caused by waves created as
wind blows across flood water
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The Illinois Department of Natural Resources has
developed a “Guide to Floodproofing” which can be found
at dnr.illinois.gov/waterresources/pages/guidetofloodproofing.aspx. Another excellent source for information
is the “Homeowner's Guide to Retrofitting: Six Ways to
Protect Your House from Flooding” (FEMA Publication
312). It can be read at the Lisle Library or viewed and
downloaded from FEMA's web site at
http://www.fema.gov/rebuild/mat/fema312.shtm.
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FLOOD insuRAncE FAQs
Flood insurance is required if you
have a loan from federally regulated
or insured lenders, such as banks or
credit unions. The lender must
determine if buildings require flood
insurance and must provide you with
written notice if a flood insurance
policy is required.

30 day
waiting period

cAn i iMPROvE MY HOME OR
buiLD A gARAgE iF MY PROPERtY
is in tHE FLOODPLAin?

for flood insurance to
go into effect.

“Yes…with conditions”

There is a

Don’t wait until the
water is rising!
Go to floodsmart.gov

If your lender requires you to carry a policy, it generally only
covers the building. You will need to obtain contents coverage.
Renters can also get contents coverage.
Where is the floodplain? A floodplain is an area that will flood due
to a specific storm event. The regulatory floodplain, also called the
special flood hazard area, is shown on DuPage County’s Flood
Insurance Rate Maps. While all areas can flood, the regulatory
floodplain is where flood insurance is required and regulations
limit development.
How do I get flood insurance? To buy a flood insurance policy,
contact your insurance agent, visit floodsmart.gov to find an agent
or call 1 (888) 379-9531.
How do I get a copy of the flood insurance map for my house?
You can print a map at home from FEMA’s website at msc.fema.gov
or you can call the Village’s Community and Economic Development
Department at (630) 271-4150.
Should I buy flood insurance if I own my house? The Village of
Lisle recommends that all property owners in or near the regulatory
floodplain or other areas that experience local flooding purchase
flood insurance. It is the best means of recovery from flood damage.
Evaluate your own site conditions to determine your risk.
While most people routinely buy fire insurance, not everyone
considers buying flood insurance. Over the life of a 30 year
mortgage, a home in the regulatory floodplain is more likely to suffer
damages from flooding (26% chance) than from fire (5% chance).
I was told I can’t get flood insurance. Every property owner or
renter in Lisle can purchase a flood insurance policy.
What does the Village do to make flood insurance more
affordable? The Village voluntarily participates in the Community
Rating System. Because of strict enforcement of Village regulations
and other flood mitigation activities, owners of property within the
Village of Lisle in the regulatory floodplain are eligible for a 25%
reduction in premiums.
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Building a new structure or making repairs
and improvements on homes or commercial
buildings are allowed if building permits are
obtained and improvements meet the
following conditions:
The value of the repairs and improvements
doesn’t exceed 50% of the building’s market
value. This applies to a broad range of
activities and is cumulative with any work
completed in the previous ten years. If the
value of the new work or the cumulative value
of work is at or more than 50% of the
building’s market value, the entire building
has to meet current floodplain requirements.
Residential homes have to be elevated so the
lowest floor, which includes the basement, is
above the floodplain level. Commercial
buildings can be flood-proofed.
New garages or accessory structures can be
built if flood openings are installed, allowing
water to flow through and out of the
building during flooding.
Filling or bringing dirt or stone into the
floodplain is also regulated. If fill is added,
soil will have to be removed from somewhere
else on the property. Even items such as
firewood is considered fill and can’t be stored
in the floodplain.
Always check with the Village’s Community
and Economic Development Department
before building, altering, regrading or placing
fill on your property. Outdoor work needing a
permit includes driveways, decks, sheds,
raised gardens, regrading, fences and patios.
Report construction or filling without a Village
permit posted to the Village’s Community and
Economic Development Department.
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FLOODPLAIN MAP
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stAY sAFE in A FLOOD
The following guidelines can help keep you safe during
a flood:
OUTDOORS
Do Not Walk Through Flowing Water. Drowning is the
number one cause of flood deaths. Just six inches of
moving water can knock you off your feet. If you have to
walk in standing water, use a pole or stick to determine
how deep the water is, the stability of the ground and
whether a strong current exits.
Do Not Drive Through a Flooded Area. More people
drown in cars than anywhere else. Don’t drive around
road barriers; the road or bridge may be washed out.
A car can float in as little as two feet of water.
Stay Away From Power Lines and Electrical Wires.
The number two flood killer after drowning is
electrocution. Electrical current can travel through water.
Report downed power lines to ComEd at 1-(800) EDISON-1.
Keep People and Pets Away from Standing Water
Flood water in ditches, culverts, storm drains and
detention basins is often contaminated with sewage and
bacteria and may carry fast moving objects which can
injure. People have drowned when currents have pulled
them into flooded culverts and storm sewers.

The 100-year flood is the level of water in a creek
or river that has a 1% chance of being reached or
exceeded every year. The 100-year floodplain, also
called the regulatory floodplain, is the area

INDOORS
Be Aware of Carbon Monoxide Dangers. Use generators
or other gasoline-powered machines outdoors as carbon
monoxide exhaust can kill. The same goes for camping
stoves. Fumes from charcoal are especially deadly —
always cook with charcoal outdoors.
Clean Everything that got Wet. Flood waters are
contaminated by human and animal waste and other
chemicals. Spoiled food and cosmetics or medicines that
have gotten wet are health hazards. When in doubt, throw
them out.
Turn Off Electricity. Turn off electricity at the main panel
if your house is about to flood. Otherwise, have it turned
off by ComEd or an electrician before re-entering your
home after a flood. Some appliances, such as television
sets, can shock even after they have been unplugged.
Don’t use appliances or motors that have gotten wet
unless they have been taken apart, cleaned and dried.
Look Out for Animals. Small animals such as mice and
snakes may seek shelter in your home. Use a pole or stick
to poke and turn items over and scare away small animals.
Be cautious around frightened animals.
Look Before You Step. After a flood, the ground and floors
could be covered with debris, which includes broken
bottles and nails. Floors and stairs that are covered with
mud can be very slippery.
Be Alert for Gas Leaks. Use a flashlight to inspect for
damage. Don’t smoke or use candles, lanterns, or open
flames unless you know the gas has been turned off and
the area has been thoroughly aired out. If you have
questions regarding gas, call Nicor at 1 (888) NICOR4U.

predicted to be flooded when the water reaches
the 100-year flood level.

If you live in the regulatory floodplain, you have
a 26% chance of flooding within the life of a
30-year mortgage and a 67% chance of flooding
over 100 years.

Protect Yourself. Wear gloves, boots and protective face
masks and wash your hands frequently during clean up.
Recovering from a flood or other disaster is difficult. It is
tough on both the body and spirit and can affect you and
your family for a long time. Watch for signs of anxiety,
stress and fatigue in yourself and your family. Seek help
as needed.
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FLOOD PREPAREDnEss
Before the Flood
1. Relocate cars to higher ground. The Village will
suspend overnight street parking restrictions when a
flash flood or small urban stream flood warning has
been issued for DuPage County. Please park only along
the north and east sides of the road to allow room for
emergency vehicles. Display your phone number on
the dashboard so that police may contact you if
necessary.
2. Enroll in the CodeRED Community and Weather
Warning Notification Systems to receive alerts of
severe weather situations in Lisle. Visit
villageoflisle.org and choose CodeRED.
3. Monitor real time flood levels on local streams by
visiting villageoflisle.org.
4. Place sandbags across low openings such as basement
window wells or stairs.
5. Take an inventory and photos of your house and
belongings. These can be used when filing an
insurance claim after a flood. Keep these and other
important documents and receipts in a waterproof
box.
6. If you experience flooding due to sanitary sewer
backups, consider installing a standpipe or an
overhead sewer. Visit villageoflisle.org for more
information.
7. Consider long-term prevention measures such as
floodproofing or elevating your house. Contact the
Village’s Community and Economic Development
Department (630) 271-4150 to discuss options.
8. Clear storm grates of leaves and debris in the street or
in your yard. Make sure your sump pump outlet and
downspouts are clear and draining away from your
house. Clear gutters of debris.
9. Create a family emergency plan and emergency kit.
Visit ready.gov/prepare for more advice.

3. Receive emergency notifications through CodeRED
and listen to Radio 1660 AM.
4. Don't go into a basement, or any room, if water covers
electrical outlets or if electrical cords are submerged.
If you see sparks or hear buzzing, crackling, snapping
or popping noises – get out! Stay out of water that
may carry an electrical charge.
5. “Follow” the Village on Facebook and Twitter, or
monitor the Village website to get the latest updates
on flood conditions and resources during an
emergency.

After the Flood
1. Before reentering a building, check for structural
damage to the foundation.
2. Do not pump water out of a flooded basement or
crawlspace until floodwaters have receded. Water in
the soil puts pressure on the foundation. This can
cause extensive damage to foundations if the water is
pumped out too quickly. Pump out one foot of water,
mark the wall and wait 24 hours. If the water level
stays below the mark, pump out another one foot
and wait again for 24 hours.
3. Do not touch any electrical equipment. Make sure the
electrical system has been turned off; otherwise
contact the power company or a qualified electrician.
4. Contact your flood and homeowners insurance agents
as soon as possible to discuss the damage done to
your property.
5. If you have a home generator, be sure to follow proper
safety procedures for use. You can find generator
safety information at: usfa.fema.gov/citizens/co/
generator.shtm.

During the Flood
1. If told to evacuate, do so immediately. Be sure to lock
your home as you leave. If you have time, disconnect
utilities and appliances.
2. Do not walk or drive across flooded roads. If your car
stalls in flood waters, abandon the car and walk to
safety. Call 911 if you are unable to safely evacuate.
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Flood Status Letters & Elevation Certificates
The Village’s Community and Economic Development
Department can provide information such as depth of
flooding on lots and copies of Elevation Certificates for
buildings built in the floodplain since 1990. You can request
a flood status letter containing this information for any
property within the Village, free of charge. Please send
requests to lisle@villageoflisle.org or call (630) 271-4107.

A FLOOD STATUS
LETTER identifies your
flood risk status from
official maps. A more precise
ELEVATION CERTIFICATE
provides the flood risk
specific to your
building(s).

Floodplain Information
The Village’s Community and Economic Development
Department has floodplain specialists available to
answer any questions concerning floodplain regulations
and flood protection measures. Contact them at
(630) 271-4150.

ELEvAtiOn cERtiFicAtEs
An Elevation Certificate documents the lowest floor of
any building or substantial improvement that was built
in the regulatory floodplain. The certificate should be
properly prepared by an Illinois registered engineer or
land surveyor. The Village’s Community and Economic
Development Department has Elevation Certificates on
file for all buildings or improvements to buildings built
within the floodplain since 1990, as well as some earlier
certificates. To obtain a copy, call (630) 271-4150.
Why would I need an Elevation Certificate?
1. Provides elevation information on your property
necessary to ensure compliance with community
floodplain management ordinances
2. Determines the proper flood insurance premium
3. Supports a request for a Letter of Map Amendment
(LOMA)
4. Helps you determine your risk of flooding and helps
you plan ways to protect your property from
future flooding

HELPFuL REsOuRcEs
VILLAGE OF LISLE FLOOD SERVICES
Floodplain Libraries
Flood maps and flood protection resources are available
in the Village of Lisle’s Floodplain Library, available in
the Community and Economic Development Department
and at the Lisle Public Library in the Local Government
Reference Section.

WEBSITES
villageoflisle.org - Village of Lisle, Flood information
dupageco.org/swm - DuPage County, Stormwater
Management Division
Real-Time Water Levels
waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/uv?05540160 - East Branch of
DuPage River gage
waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/uv?05540195 - St. Joseph Creek
River gage
Floodplain Maps
msc.fema.gov
Floodplain Insurance
floodsmart.gov - National Flood Insurance Program
Property Protection Measures and Flood Safety
fema.gov – General disaster information; floods, flood
insurance, flood safety, and property protection
ready.gov – FEMA disaster preparedness and flood safety
illinois.gov/ready – General disaster information
weather.gov/os/water/tadd – Flood safety
redcross.org – Shelter information and disaster recovery
MORE INFORMATION
illinoisfloods.org - Illinois Association for Floodplain and
Stormwater Management – choose Floodplain Management
Certification, then Illinois Floodplain Management Desk
Reference; manual about flood
insurance, property protection, flood maps and how to read
them, and other topics
stopdisastersgame.org - Disaster scenario game for kids
or adults, teaches safety and mitigation concepts – fun
and free!
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Village of Lisle
925 Burlington Avenue
Lisle, IL 60532-1838
Phone: 630-271-4100
Email: lisle@villageof lisle.org
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